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Sealing the walls

Foreword

Yorii Mural Project

Yorii town is a small town in the North West of Saitama
prefecture, approximately 70km from central Tokyo. Set in a rich
natural environment, with the Arakawa river flowing down from
the Chichibu mountains towards the Kanto plains, it is a town
with a long history and designated as part of the Prefectural
Nature Reserve.

A new facility has been designed for the agricultural products
with the blessings of the rich water and nature of this area. It
was upon the exterior wall of this building that former Youkobo
residence artist Marte Kiessling, along with fellow artist Viviane
Gernaert, both from Germany, were invited by Youkobo to create
a fresco based upon the fairy tale of Snow White. Preparation
began from Spring 2012 and the two artists travelled to Japan
in person in February 2013, staying approximately 2 months
in Yorii, in which time they built a dialogue with local people
as they developed the mural based on Snow White and the 7
Dwarves, working the local food produce into the images and
completing the design with satisfaction.

We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to all those who
have offered their support from the conception to realization of

this project.

Here we have collated a catalogue which provides a document
of the artists’ work and of Youkobo's social engagement and we
would most welcome feedback which readers of this document

may be able to provide.

Youkobo Art Space Co-Director Hiroko Murata
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Mural:

The cave and wall paintings of Lascaux, France and
Takamatsuzuka are widely known, and in Europe there is
a long history of painting upon the exterior of buildings,
including not only the walls of churches but adding character
to terraced houses. Such murals are common in Italy, France
and Germany, and Oberammergau in South Germany has

become a tourist spot as a result of its murals.
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Yorii Agricultural Produce Processing Centre

Orihara 1810-2, Yorii Town, Saitama Prefecture, Japan




B E TR Image of Completed Mural




Dimensions: 390 cm x 2510 cm
Acrylic on plaster RMEEEHICEERF Y 7 1) )LD E
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The fresco is made up of 4 scenes which curve around the building from the car park in the order

of “Welcome”, “Harvest”, “Delivery” and “Feast”, to form one story.

The Story of the Mural
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This is a scene in which Snow White and the
7 dwarves appear to greet the visitors, clearly
seen from the car park and entrance way of the

building.
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We may more naturally associate Snow White with

apples but here the dwarves are harvesting the
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Mikan for which Yorii is renowned for.
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The dwarves enjoy a feast surrounded by various dishes and juices

created from local produce which have been processed in the centre.

4 Scene3 #ftA Delivery )

Near this scene is a terrace and a grassy area for children to play. )
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The dwarves carry the famed fruits of Yorii to the Agricultural

\Produce Processing Centre. )
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Marte Kiessling

(Media Artist)

Born in Kelheim(Germany) in 1981, currently based in Berlin.
Kiessling studied Fine Art in Hamburg (Germany) and Iceland.
She works with the artist group Global Alien, participated in
international Artist in Residence Programs (AIR).

Her works have been shown internationally,

including Tokyo and New York City.

Artists
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Viviane Gernaert

(Sculptor)

Born in Munich(Germany) in 1976, currently

based in Hamburg.

Gernaert studied Fine Art in Hamburg (Germany) and Belgium.
Her works have been shown

internationally, including Berlin and

Damascus, and is currently lecturing at the University of Fine

Arts in Hamburg.
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Artist in residence:

An artist in residence is a space where artists can temporarily stay and
produce work as residents. With its origins in Europe and America such
practices have spread across the world. On this occasion Youkobo Art

space arranged the residence of the participating German artists.
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Youkobo Art Space:

Youkobo Art Space manages an Artist-In-Residence (AIR) program and
a non-profit gallery for domestic and foreign artists. We commit to
supporting other AIR programs, international exchanges and community
activities through art, and the nurture of young creatives. As a ‘studio
(‘kobo’) for ‘you’ (also means ‘play’ in Japanese), Youkobo aims to give
opportunities for art and cultural experiences, by supporting artists’
autonomous activities. An official member of Res Artist (Worldwide

Network of Artist Residencies).
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Overall Planning Allocating Roles

In the Spring of 2012 Youkobo was approached by Yorii based German company Bosch with regard to a mural ~ Youkobo was contracted by Furugori Constructure Co., Ltd.
for a new building being developed in the area. After considering Youkobo's network of German artists it was ~ to create the mural. The actual production of the mural
decided to undertake this collaborative project. In July of the same year, the participating artists and the mayor ~ was to be led by the artists, while Youkobo would lead all
of Yorii met in Stuttgart. Following this the 2 artists began various preparations of drawings and materials, while =~ arrangements concerning their stay and required materials.

Youkobo began to prepare a space for the artists to stay and various other equipment and materials needed for ~ As to the design of the mural this was collated by the artists

the project before the artists came to Japan at the beginning of February 2013 to begin work on the mural. based on the wishes of Yorii and finally executed.
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Living Environment Artist Support System Various Procedures (P m)

In order to provide a suitable living environment for the artists Youkobo consulted It was not only Youkobo which offered support for the daily living ~ Youkobo made various arrange for the
N
them as to their preferences and selected a monthly rental apartment in the centre of  of the participating artists but Bosch also provided much support artists for their visas and tax procedures etc.

Yorii, rather than close to the work site itself. Drawing on the experiences of its AR in the form of a company car for transport, and allowing artists ~ before they arrived in Japan, also arranging

TR — PO es such as their lounge and cafeteria.  accident insurance. e

along with relevant information for everyday life, providing a comfortable environment ~ Also much support and cooperation was received from Furugori

for the artists so that they might set to work as soon as they arrived in Yorii. Constructure Co., Ltd. and many others involved in the project.
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Material Tests and Preparation

Various Japanese and German paints were tested
and compared at Youkobo, noting their various
characteristics, before being sent to the artists
in Germany for further testing. In the end it was
decided to use the paint of the Japanese company
Turner Colour Works Ltd.
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Production Planning

The artists decided upon the design, prepared the pattern whilst
still in Germany, then upon arriving in Yorii theu laid the base,
traced the pattern, painted the images and laid an overcoating.
They also used a projector for the purpose of tracing the design.
As the wall was slightly larger than first planned, the projector
allowed them to alter the size of the image to adapt to the space

and aid them in completing the work.
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Various Procedures (Artists)

Following these arrangements the artists applied for
their visa at the Japanese embassy in Germany. They
also undertook the necessary tax procedures and made

arrangements for health insurance.
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Promotion / Archive

Asahi Shimbun, Saitama Shimbun, TV Saitama and
various other media covered the project in their news,
while a record of the activities is compiled in this

catalogue and also distributed on the Youkobo website.
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Working Environment

The period in which the artists were to work on the mural was scheduled for the
coldest month of February, but fortunately there were no delays due to snowfall.
However, despite the temperature rising through the day on the south facing wall, a
strong wind often blew from the Chichibu mountain area and made the temperature
feel much colder and in order to check the adhesion of the paint the temperature of
the wall had to be regularly checked. Once the base coat of the wall had dried the

artists began and completed the actual mural work.
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Fresco Painting:

Fresco painting is a technique of painting which utilizes the chemical reaction in
painting directly on freshly laid lime plaster. There are several sub-categories of
this technique including Buon Fresco which applies pigment on still-wet plaster and
Fresco Secco which is applied to dry but moistened plaster (also known as a secco) In

this case the technique of a secco was used on an algantico faced wall.

Finished!
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