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Glossary

Artist-in-residence

A system of support for the activities of artists that involve stay and production, or programs
that support such activities. Artists transcend national borders and cultural differences,
placing themselves in spaces distanced from the everyday in order to gain ideas and
inspiration from living within a different culture and history and through interactions with local
people, experiences that will give sustenance to new creative activities.

Microresidence

“Microresidence” is a term proposed by Youkobo Art Space. A microresidence is a

small-scale, often artist-run form of residence, and research into their existence has been

ongoing since 2011. The Microresidence Network was initiated in 2012.
microresidence.net

Y-AIR

[AIR for Young] A program realized through collaboration between AIR and art universities
offering young artists opportunities and experiences of carrying out creative activities on an
artist residence program, contributing to their development as artists, as members of society,
and as ordinary citizens. Through cooperation between individual AIR and art universities, it
aims to grow into a program for international exchange through the construction of a
sustainable framework.

IEEEN Structure of AIR Exchange Program

Local
AIR S Ml Art College/ Local AIR Art
microresidence ORIt University Universities
Program

* Internship Program:

Student interns gain experience in supporting the creative activities of artists in AIR.

* Residency artist as a Guest Teacher:
AIR artists invited as part of the curriculum of art universities.

International
Art
Universities

International
AIR

This program aims at the realization of an international structure for exchange.

Finland

Rovaniemi

Rovaniemi

University of Lapland
www.ulapland.fi

Helsinki
°

Finland &

Japagj"

Waria Art Break AIR
www.taidepaussi.fi

A Micro and Macro Collaboration

MICRORESIDENCE MAPPING 2017

Japan

Tokyo University of the Arts
www.geidai.ac.jp

Youkobo Art Space
www.youkobo.co.jp

TENKU Art Festival
www.tenkuartfes2017.com
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Message

Kati Laakso
Head of Culture and Communications, The Finnish Institute in Japan

The Finnish Institute in Japan has had a longstanding and very good working
relationship with Youkobo Art Space for a long time. Youkobo has been very
supportive of Finnish artists and through their support we have been able to
make countless relationships between Japanese and Finnish artists and art
organisations possible. The new pilot that was started in 2017 also proved to be
extremely successful and we where very happy from a supporters side to see,
how well everything was organised. We hope to continue our strong
collaboration with Youkobo also in the years to come to build strong ties and
relationships between artists and art organisations in both Japan and Finland.

Jaana Erkkila-Hill

Prof., Faculty of Art and Design, Department of Fine Art and Cultural Studies,
University of Lapland

Located in the city of Rovaniemi, on the Arctic Circle, the University of Lapland is
an international, multidisciplinary university focusing on the communities and the
environment in the North and on the interaction between these two elements.
University of Lapland is one of the three arts universities in Finland and the only
one that has Faculty of Art and Design, Faculty of Social Sciences, Faculty of
Education and Faculty of Law, a combination that opens unique possibilities for
collaboration in critical thinking.

A sense of community is very important to people here in the far north and it is
essential to us that the university’s research, educational, and artistic activities
actively support the local community, businesses, and society in northern
Finland. After the successful trial year 2017 we look forward to continue our
collaboration with Tokyo University of the Arts (TUA) and other Japanese
partners also in the future in order to build strong collaboration between artists,
art education and art organisations in both Japan and Finland.

Toyomi Hoshina

Prof., Vice Presidenct, Tokyo University of the Arts

Supervision, TENKU Art Festival, Tomi, Nagano

"TENKU Art Festival" practiced in Tomi-city, Nagano reached the second in
2017. The advice of an experienced Youkobo realized the Artist-in-Residence
which there was of the plan in spite of being reputation than before this year.
Through the good relationship between Youkobo and Art Break as a Finnish
AIR, Kaisa Keratar, the director introduce us Lapland University, Northern
Finland. In 2017, Tuija Teiska, as young Finnish sculptor stayed Tomi-city which
is rich naturally, Erica Masuda, young graduate artist of TUA stayed Northern
Finland. It is a start of the interchange program between Finland and Japan.
Specials thanks for great support from the Finnish Institute in Japan under
leadership of Ms Kati Laakso.
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Y-AIR, FINLAND JAPAN AIR BASED ARTIST
EXCHANGE PROGRAM 2017

Overview and future prospects of a trial
collaboration between AIR and Art Universities

Kaisa Keratar
Art Manager & Producer / Waria Art Break AIR

Collaboration of Waria Artbreak AIR and Youkobo Art Space dates
back to the 1990’s, when participation in an international art event
created the foundation for a long partnership between Japan and
Northern Finland. Artist-in-residency (AIR) activity on regular basis
started at the turn of the century by both partners. Interaction with
surrounding community, exploring and producing artworks together,
discussions about contemporary art have been the themes which have
inspired us year after year in this work.

Our joint operations with Youkobo Art Space have included, among
others, reciprocal artist exchange, talk events and discussions,
networking, excursions, exhibitions and events. To put in briefly:
supporting contemporary art and professional artists in their work with
broad variety of actions. Since both parties have defined themselves
as 'micro-residencies’, i.e. a small-scale AIR run by artists, we have
been supporting each other and sharing our experiences and also
continuously developed our activities by proposing joint initiatives and
starting new projects and case studies.

A new step in activity was taken and piloted in 2017 as Youkobo Art
Space proposed Y-AIR (AIR for Young) program, a new form of
collaboration aiming to explore possibilities between “micro” AIRs and
“macro” art universities. In this initiative, the focus was on supporting
activities of upcoming artists as they emerge into their art careers. This
first attempt in 2017 has been coordinated by Youkobo Art Space in
Japan and Waria Artbreak AIR in Finland together with art universities in
Lapland and in Tokyo. Warm support and interest on the trial was given
by professor Jaana Erkkild, Faculty of Art and Design, Department of
Fine Art and Cultural Studies, University of Lapland and vice president
Toyomi Hoshina, Department of Painting, Tokyo University of the Arts
Geidai. Piloting and the very first Y-AIR artists exhange was possible
with the support of Finnish Institute in Japan. Also Artists’ Association
of Lapland and Tenku Art Festival in Tomi city, Nagano have been
important co-operators during the trial in 2017 and exchange period of
first young artists, Tuija Teiska in Japan and Erica Masuya in Finland.

As proceeding with the initiave and setting the goals we were able to
recognize at least three different levels of objectives in our project:
personal, institutional and also society based. The main thing is to
support young, recently graduated emerging visual artists on their way
to international art projects. When looking from institutional point of
view expanding the collaboration between 'micro scale’ artist
residencies and 'macro scale’ art universities is playing an important
role. From social point of view exploring the history and culture of
sparsely populated areas in Finland and Japan by means of art can be
empowering for the community as art can be a tool in understanding
how one’s own culture enriches language, narratives and folklore.

The working period with Japanese visual artist Erica Masuya gave us
very interesting and important experiences. We were able to support
her project by introducing local artists, networking with the art
institutions in the North of Finland and also in hands-on questions,
about materials and by involving local people in her project. Along the
way we had many interesting discussions and also some of the old
folklore stories of vanished forest Sami people were shared.

The trial and follow-up of the project is a great possibility for us
continue our long partnership with Youkobo Art Space and also to
celebrate warm relationships between Finland and Japan in 2019,
which will be 100 years jubileum of diplomacy between the two
countries.
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Overview of Activity 2017

A Y-AIR trial between Finland and Japan .
TENKU Art Festival 2017

TENKU Art Festival 2017 took place from September 30 to October 31, 2017 at various sites in Tomi.
Respective artists began creation and installation of their work in August. Opening reception took
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This trial exchange program for young artists from Japan and Finland that took place in
the natural environments of both countries was initiated through the efforts of Prof.,
Toyomi Hoshina of Tokyo University of the Arts (TUA) and Youkobo Art Space in Japan,
and Prof., Jaana Erkkila of the University of Lapland and Waria Art Break AIR in Finland.

Planning started in 2016 and a basic agreement was approved in February 2017 at
TUA, Tokyo by the directors of Waria Art Break and Youkobo Art Space, and Prof.
Hoshina. An artist was selected by both sides of the exchange, each undertaking a
residency at Tomi AIR to research and create work for TENKU Art Festival 2017 in Tomi

place on September 30.

Waria Art Break, li, Finland
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Tuija Teiska

Two and a half-month residency in Japan, August 15 to
October 31. She stayed at Youkobo in August to undertake
research in Tokyo and Yokohama, moving afterwards to Tomi
AIR in Tomi City in order to start production for TENKU Art
Festival. After participating in the opening and related events,
she returned to Tokyo in order to visit TUA and continue her
research.

University of Lapland, Rovaniemi

City, Nagano, Japan.
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Erica Masuya

One-month residency from August 1 to 31. Undertook a
one-month residency at Waria Art Break in li, Finland, carrying
out research and creating new work. She also visited the
University of Lapland to give a presentation. After returning to
Japan, participated in TENKU Art Festival, presenting work
made in Finland.

Tokyo University of the Arts, Tokyo

Tuija Teiska Bonbyx Mori 2017

Toyomi Hoshina The house to hear the sound by which it rains

Opening ceremony, 30 Sept., Yaehara Ground

Guided tour at the Festival

Art Forum FIN/UPN LAB
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Presentations were given by the artists about their experiences in Finland and
Japan at an open art forum and discussion held on October 26 at the Finnish

Institute in Japan, Tokyo.

2018F-BEEDSYTFURT . E&IeBERWVWLELLS!

See you again in Lapland, Finland in mid summer 2018!
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Bonbyx Mori
Residency Program in TENKU Art Festival 2017, Tomi City

Tija Teiska Artist

While | was during the period of the artist residency at Y-AIR project Tomi City
(Young artist in residence), | make a series of works called Bombyx Mori.

Bombyx Mori is Latin name for silk butterfly. Bombyx Mori was site-based art
work which includes on exhibition sculptures and photos of performances.
Performances was making by local people with using my sculptures. So the
sculptures had a performative part which was take me in different events
where people were allowed to implement themselves with the sculptures. On
process | was noticed that sculptures work as a means of communication
between two different cultures and languages. Sculptures was make easier the
local people to come take contact to me. The shapes on sculptures were
based on the butterflys coccoon. But when | combiner sculptures with
traditional Japanese textile carrying handles, (wich | was found on the silk
factory.) the shape was change and the carrying handles made the works
more practical objects, that were easy to carry or fiting the same way like
clothes or bags. The final work called Bombys Mori was exhibited at the former
silk factory.

Where were photos of the people was drawing line on the wall of the city
mountains. At the exhibition venue at Tenku Art festival was 15 different pieces
by me. Some of the works was come true on the process and how | was
feeling the enviromental. But | think the main art work for me was Bombyx
Mori. I am intresting of insects and how them make web. That’s how | found
the butterflys and coccoons. | try to use same technique on my sculptures and
make strong webs by using textiles and ropes. During my artist residency
period on Y-AIR project and Youkobo Art Space Tokyo, | recorded insect
sounds and made short videos. | will continue my work and research with
insects after my artis residency at Japan.
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Indigenous Peoplewho Knew How to Coexist with Nature
AIR program, Waria Art Break AIR / li, Finland

Erica Masuya Artist

It was 40 minutes drive from Oulu Airport to li, the town in which my host
residency, Waria Art Break AIR, was located. During my one-month stay, |
researched Northern Finland and produced new work, | took part in a
three-day workshop in Oulu, and visited the University of Lapland in
Rovaniemi. | also shot a video in Inari, situated in the Northernmost part of
Finland.

liis in an area called lllinsaari. Saari stands for island in Finnish, and River li
runs around these islands. For this reason, many people possess their own
boats, and | borrowed one in order to shoot a video in River li. The concept
of my film is composed of different elements. The first element is my daily
experience in li. | picked mushrooms and berries from the forest with Kaisa
who works at Waria Art Break AIR, strolled along the river, and took a classic
sauna bath. The second element is my participation in a workshop in Oulu. |
could exchange ideas about the possibilities for art in Scandinavia, and
heard about the history and culture of Northern Finland.

One day after the usual dinner, | had the chance to hear Sami music called
Yoik. Sami people are the former inhabitants of Northern Europe. They live in
Finland, Norway and northern Sweden or so-called Lapland, which stretches
over to the Kola peninsula in Russia. Yoik is a part of Sami culture, and is not
simply a song. It was created as a means to communicate with the natural
world. The repetition of a light melody, something resembling a poetry
reading, and instrumental music are also referred to as Yoik. Yoik is a very
sacred and pure form of prayer existing before religion was ritualized. It is
also said to be a means of contacting the other world. | also learned that the
birth of Yoik music relates to shamanism in Mongolia, where | stayed last
summer.

From the very beginning, Sami people had a nameless religion similar to
animism. Possessing strong connections to nature worship, it also bore
similarities not only to Shintoism but also to Indian and Aboriginal religions.
On the day | returned from Inari to li, sound artist David Spond called at the
residence. As we talked about each others’ work, we decided to collaborate.
After my return from Finland, the work | made in Finland, SOMETHING
INVISIBLE, was shown in an exhibition in Tomi City, Nagano Prefecture. This
is where the Japanese partner residency of this exchange is located.

Tokyo University of the Arts organized this art project, and set up a
residence space in Tomi for invited artists from Finland and Japan. Their aim
was not only to host foreign artists, but also to send Japanese artists
abroad. This exchange residence was realized through the generous
cooperation of Youkobo.

boAY-T1XA Tuija Teiska
IR/ T4V FYRIERE
[B&FE] 2016 MFA: the Academy of Fine Arts, [Education]

the University of the Arts Helsinki, BzZI%}
GH7ESIPE] 2017 Y-AIR program Sky Air Residence, B1HiH, R R
2017 BEIBT7—hRAR—ZRR

[ZH] 2017 Finnish Cultural Foundation, artistic work [Awards]

Live and works on Espoo Finland.

2014-2016 Master of Fine Arts degree at the Academy of Fine Arts,
The University of the Arts Helsinki, Sculpture

[Residency program] 2017 Y-AIR program Sky Air Residence, Tomi City, Nagano, Japan

2017 Youkobo Artspace Tokyo, Japan

2017 Finnish Cultural Foundation, artistic work tuijateiska.com
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FREEFNRRERE

[B&FE) 2011-2016 DFA, RREA/ER

[H7EsIfE] 2017 Waria Art Break AIR, 1—/7 1> 5>k
[ZE] 2017 R—Z - 7—rHE

[Education]

[Awards]

Erica Masuya
Born in 1981, Chiba, Japan. Lives and works in Tokyo, Japan.

[Residency program]

2011-2016 DFA, Tokyo University of the Arts/Tokyo
2017 Waria Art Break AIR, Finland
2017 POLA ART FOUNDATION

ericamasuya.sakura.ne.jp
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TENKU Art Festival

Collaboration program between Tomi City and
Tokyo University of the Arts

Kentaro Mori TENKU Art Festival Secretary General

| moved to the Nagano prefecture in 2015, and have since been involved in
preparing the residency program here. This residency program has required
close cooperation with the local community in many ways, from preparing the
venues to recruiting supporters. My first task on the job was to meet and explain
to the local community and staff what a residency program exactly is, and what
kind of art we are going to work with.

After a year of searching for an idea for the kind of residency we could realize
here, the program gradually began to take shape. As we fumbled through with
preparations, “let’s give it a try” had become a kind of slogan among us, and this
attitude helped pull us through and go forward with the plans. When the
program dates were set in place, we were confronted with a new slew of
logistical issues, from confirming a studio space and place to stay for the artist,
making arrangements with local resources, and preparing for the final
presentation of the residency, to organizing the staff that would support the
artist. Looking back, we were dumbfounded every day by the overwhelming
amount of logistics planning needed.

Despite all of these details, my biggest concern about implementing a
residency program in this area was whether the visiting artist, with their different
lifestyle and culture, would be well received by the local people. The program
was to be held in Kitamimaki-chiku in Tomi City. While this city has a number of
unique geographical features and a rich culture, it was still characterized by the
old-fashioned nature of rural Japan, having maintained a lifestyle that was built
on long-standing tradition and customs. No matter how thorough any prior
explanations may be, the exclusive attitude towards outsiders that rural society
can have could still reveal itself. This anxiety about whether the community
would genuinely welcome the artist haunted me until the moment we made the
invitation.

The participating artist, Tuija Teiska, was an incredible artist who reaffirmed to
me the amazing capabilities that artists have. Her powerfulness eradicated any
concerns | had until then. Moreover, her sincere attitude when interacting with
the people living there, its culture and its history, emitted a positive energy to
everyone involved in the project.

| would like to take this moment to express my deep gratitude to Tuija Teiska,
as well as to The Finnish Institute in Japan, Waria Art Break AIR Program, and
Youkobo Art Space for making this happen. | hope that this program, which truly
was made possible by the help of so many people, and this place, will continue
to be a site where artists can explore and share the possibilities of art.
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Afterword

Tatsuhiko Murata Youkobo Art Space/Microresidece Network

This is a record of the beginnings of the AIR program of the TENKU Art Festival held
in Tomi City in the Nagano prefecture. The AIR program began in tandum with the
TENKU Art Festival under the conception of Professor Toyomi Hoshina and Tomi
City. Youkobo was also able to contribute our humble abilities to the establishing of
the program. Building on the long history of cultural exchange between Finland and
Japan, we received the full support and backup of Tomi City and the Finnish
Institute in Japan in Tokyo. Under the instruction of Prof. Toyomi Hoshina,
vice-president of the Tokyo University of the Arts (TUA), with the cooperation of
Waria Art Break AIR and the University of Lapland in Finland, and Youkobo and
TUA in Tokyo, we were off to a great start. We hope that this AIR Program “SKY
AIR” will develop into a steadily managed operation as a program full of vitality.

The first Finnish artist to be invited to Youkobo in 2002 was Antti Ylonen. Antti’s
experience at Youkobo became the foundation of “Waria Art Break AIR”, an
artist-in-residence he established in 2007 in li, Finland with his partner Kaisa
Keratar. While it is a small-scale AIR, much like ours, both organizations value an
international scope in the programming. In 2012, during the world meeting held in
Tokyo of ResArtis, an international AIR network, the two organizations came
together to establish a new AIR network called “Microresidence Network” These
micro-residencies are testing a variety of ideas to open up possibilities for AIR
experiences geared towards young artists, cooperating with macro-institutions
such as art schools (the premise of the “Y-AIR” concept). Against this backdrop,
through the cooperation of Youkobo and TUA, Waria Art Break AIR and the
University of Lapland, we have begun to see clear signs of new activities. We
appreciate your continued support as we continue in the efforts to realize these
plans with our wonderful collaborators who have made it possible for us to come
this far.
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