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Making Y-AIR a reality (Y-AIRDXR)

AIR + Art University Collaboration Program

R 5LF Hiroko Murata

Glossary

Artist-in-residence
A system of support for the activities of artists that involve stay and production, or programs

that support such activities. Artists transcend national borders and cultural differences,
placing themselves in spaces distanced from the everyday in order to gain ideas and
inspiration from living within a different culture and history and through interactions with
local people, experiences that will give sustenance to new creative activities.

Microresidence
“Microresidence” is a term proposed by Youkobo Art Space. A microresidence is a

small-scale, often artist-run form of residence, and research into their existence has
been ongoing since 2011. The Microresidence Network was initiated in 2012.
microresidence.net

Y-AIR

[ AIR for Young ] A program realized through collaboration between AIR and art
universities offering young artists opportunities and experiences of carrying out creative
activities on an artist residence program, contributing to their development as artists, as
members of society, and as ordinary citizens. Through cooperation between individual
AIR and art universities, it aims to grow into a program for international exchange
through the construction of a sustainable framework.

IEEEN Structure of AIR Exchange Program

Local
AIR s M Art College/ Local AIR Art
microresidence JCONTPN PNyt University Universities
Program

Internship Program:

Student interns gain experience in supporting the creative activities of artists in AIR.

Residency artist as a Guest Teacher:
AIR artists invited as part of the curriculum of art universities.

International
International Art

AIR Universities

This program aims at the realization of an international structure for exchange.

Oranki Art
www.orankiart.fi

Kukkolankoski

Jaakko Heikkila
jaakkoheikkila.ax

Waria Art Break AIR

www.taidepaussi.fi

Finland &

Japagf’

A Micro and Macro Collaboration

MICRORESIDENCE MAPPING 2018

Japan o

Tokyo University of the Arts
www.geidai.ac.jp

Youkobo Art Space
www.youkobo.co.jp

TENKU Art Festival
www.facebook.com/tenkuart/
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Message

Anna-Maria Wiljanen
Ph. D., Director, The Finnish Institute in Japan

The Finnish Institute in Japan has had an excellent collaboration with Youkobo
Art Space and for many years. Youkobo Art Space has promoted and
supported Finnish artists tirelessly and systematically. Waria Art Break AIR from
Finland has done the same for the Japanese artists in Finland. They have both
strengthened the networks between the Japanese and Finnish art, artists and
art organisations and cultural collaboration even further. Year 2019 marks the
centennial of the diplomatic relations between Japan and Finland. One of the
key words for this year as well as for the work of The Finnish Institute in Japan
is continuity which is precisely what the collaboration with the Youkobo Art
Space and Waria Art Break AIR represents. The Institute also values the
academic approach given to the residency program by the Tokyo University of
Arts and the University of Lapland. The Finnish Institute in Japan is looking

forward to the continued excellent collaboration. Kind regards.
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Jaana Erkkila-Hill
Prof., University of Lapland

Located in the city of Rovaniemi, on the Arctic Circle, the University of Lapland is an
international,multidisciplinary university focusing on the communities and the
environment in the North and on theinteraction between these two elements. After the
successful trial year 2017 we continued our collaboration with Tokyo University of the
Arts (TUA) and other Japanese partners. Building strong collaboration between
artists, art education and art organisations in both Japan and Finland has been our
primary goal ever since.

The residency period in the quiet northern Finnish environment for a visiting art
student Chie Kamekura from the Tokyo University of Arts was successful. Kamekura
could concentrate on her individual artistic work in the campus area of University of
Lapland and in the nearby environment in Rovaniemi. Kamekura could also build
networks with the Finnish students and the exchange students from various countries
in the fine art courses at the faculty of Art and Design in the University of Lapland.
Kamekura’s residency period gave also a good opportunity for the students in the fine
art courses at the faculty of Art and Design in the University of Lapland to hear about
her art project and artistic thinking. Art education student Venni Ahlberg from the
University of Lapland could spend fruitful time in the two month residency in Tomi City
Nagano and participate Tenku Art Festival. Residency period gave Ahlberg also a

good glimpse in the Japanese art world.
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Kaisa Keratar

JAPAN-FINLAND ACTIVITIES IN 2018

Art Manager & Producer, WARIA Artbreak AIR
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JAPANESE VISITING IN LAPLAND and
Finnish welcoming in Tokyo, 2018

In connection to Y-AIR project, Prof. Jaana Erkkila and her team had
invited Prof.Tomiyo Hoshina and Youkobo to visit the University of
Lapland in June in Rovaniemi. The excursion of four days consisted of
discussions and tour at the University venues and workshops. This visit
gave a good possibility for Japanese partners to learn about artistic
activities in Rovaniemi, Oranki Art in Pello and Art li Biennale, li and meet
several local visual artists and art professionals. In this opportunity,
WARIA Artbreak arranged an official side event of Microresidence
Network during the ResArtis Meeting 2018 Rovaniemi.

In October, Prof. Toyomi Hoshina, Shinichiro Sato as Tokyo University of
the Arts met Kalle Lampela, Tom Engblom of UL and Waria Artbeark for
discuss and realize Lapland-Japan co-operation 2019 and a basic
agreement was approved at the meeting. Y-AIR exchange is to be
continued and the workshop in Rovaniemi.with 2 teachers+3 students
from both side of universities will be arranged in August/September in
Rovaniemi. The Finnish Institute in Japan, here after FIJ, arranged an
Finland-Japan art forum as part of FIJ's 20th Anniversary event. The

activities of Y-AIR program were presented at this event.
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*Venni Ahlberg DR1EHTE BAIOREEBETIL,

Y-AIR EXCHANGE PROGRAM PART 2 IN 2018

The exchange young artists in 2018
Chie Kamekura and Venni Ahlberg

* CHIE KAMEKURA'S FOREST PROJECT

In July as Finland was enjoying very hot summer weather, we
were welcoming Chie Kamekura for her 3 month residency
period in the North of Finland. Her stay started by one week
guided field trip to Forest Lapland.

As we were hiking to the remote mountains we were
discussing about the biology, geology, geography, history, art,
Sami culture and the mythology of Lapland. My Japanese
companion showed deep interest and curiosity to our culture
and made interesting observations about the environment.

One of our hiking trips took place in the midnight sun. After
climbing the mountain we were sitting in the silence and enjoyed
the nightly landscape over the uninhabited Eastern Lapland.
Words were not needed at that moment.

At the end of her working period in Finland | was very pleased
to see Chie Kamekura’s art works. With her precise research
and art work she is revealing for us a piece of hidden secret of
the forest.

* VENNI AHLBERG IN TOMI CITY

Please refer to the article as following.
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Learning and Working in a new environment.

Venni Ahlberg

There is blue sky, green earth and one human being between these two. | realized
this when | was experimenting with camera obscura, which gives you reflection of
the real world in upsidedown position. The sky is out of human reach unlike the
earth. | started working in Tomi City, In September 2018. | was chosen to Y-Air
residence exchange project for two months to make artistic work and take part of
the TENKU art festival.

Tall pine trees, well cared grass and here and there the stones who are standing
quietly. In the middle of this park there is a little pond where carps and ducks
swimming around every day. Sometimes you can see a stork that flies worthy. The
residence house in Tomi City is located on the edge of the little park called Geijutsu
Mura Park. The mountains frame the whole scenery. The view is like direckt from
some japanese woodcut or painting. The park was important environment for my
working. | woke up as the sun rose and tried to record the motion of the clouds on
my camera. One Weekend i set up camera obscura tent in the park and invited
local people to visit in my tent.

Influence of the new culture and country was important for my working. When you
travel to some new place you can feel every little things what happens around you.
| discovered the leaves of Ginko trees, peanuts wich falling down on the houses
roof or just all new smells in the supermarket. | enjoy learning to do Japanese food
and getting know about the japanese manners.

Working in Tomi City was quite independet. This affected for my working and
became visible in my piece of art. The everyday emptiness drew my attention to
meaningful things in the environment. Beside my artistic work | spent time with
local people. One day | found myself from tasting walnuts in local radio station or
practicing kalligraphy. Near the residence house there is a traditional japanese
onsen. Onsen is important tradition in japanese everyday life. When | went to
onsen people recognized me and asking about my feelings and also were
interested about Finland. For me the visits in onsen were significant and of course
also very relaxing.

Residence period in Tomi city is good opportunity for young artist. For me it was a
huge experience and during this time | realized that | really want to focus on artistic
work. And also taugh a lot about new country and culture. After this experience
there is a special place for Japan in my heart.
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To make a landscape of Finland
Staying in Lapland / li, Kakslauttanen, Rovaniemi

Kamekura Chie

| got the opportunity to participate in Y-AIR project as an artist from Japan side this year. My
activity and research of local environment and culture started in li village, in the North of Finland
at Waria Artbreak AIR. | went to Lapland for one week research trip with Kaisa Keratar from
Waria Artbreak as a local guide and Naoko Chiba, a Japanese photographer and residence
artist. After that | participated Arctic Art Week in Kakslauttanen and stayed there for a month.
Finally I made my art work for the TENKU art festival at the Lapland University in Rovaniemi.
The city and villages | visited were surrounded by beautiful forests and | always felt nature. In
this country, all people have free rights to enjoy nature (everyman&#39;s right). Although | am a
foreigner, this right allowed me to study Finnish forest freely. My opinion is that Finnish forest is
quiet, peaceful and it shines in silver color because of the sunlight and it is very beautiful.l was
interested in how the people of Finland are involved in forest and admire the landscape of
nature. That is why | decided to focus on this theme.

| made three pieces of work during the three months. Two of those were made in Kakslauttanen
resort village in the Sodankyla region. This village has a large gallery and plenty of sculptures
outdoor, and they are organizing art events such as Arctic Art Week and Artist In Residence. |
participated those events, and as my work | was knitting with branches carrying lichen, and |
made something like 80x80 size painting using that material.

The second work is a sculpture made of white birch from which the rotten contents is taken out
and only a thin bark was left. | have found many rotten white birch in the forest. The bark only
had been remained, and the inner contents was rotten and softened by rain and insects. A lot
of insects such as ants were living inside. It was interesting for me that the appearance of birch
is not changing, but the environment inside had changed dramatically.

The last work titled &quot;House&quot; | made during my stay at University of Lapland. The
theme of my work series is &quot;Natural environment that determines behavior of insects”.
This time, | was interested in &quot;Red wood ant&quot; which accounts for 10% of biomass
and had a big impact on the forest ecosystem in Finland. Red wood ant is an ant which lives in
Europe and North Asia. A study reports that there are more ant colonies in Finland than in
forests of other countries per area.

| believe ant colony is a symbol of relationship between forest and living things. | disassembled
the colony of ants and made a work to show what kind of material and how much energy was
used to make it. In this program | was able to learn very much about &quot;Nature _
body&quot; which is the theme in my own production. During my stay | set myself in the forest,
and | learned about the history of the northern region of Finland and heard stories about
people. And | understood that Finnish people have for a long time contacted nature with
respect and creating their culture. This time | considered &quot;Forest&quot; as a motif, but the
distinctive culture and environment of this area, North of Finland, is full of many other
attractions, and artists who participate in this program next time will definitely have great
experience with boost of creativity.
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Venni Ahlberg photographer

Born 1992, Helsinki, Finland. Master of Fine Arts in 2013.

Venni Ahlberg is a photographer whose works observe the relationship between humanity and the nature
in different environments through several means and methods, such as camera surrounding, her works
also expand into more universal themes and contents. During her residency in Japan, she explored how
time and light affect the relations between human being and nature.
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Chie Kamekura visual installation artist
Born.1992, Niigata, Japan. Kamekura is currently studying oil painting (MA) at Tokyo University of Arts.

Chie Kamekura is a visual installation artist whose works observe the relations between plant life or
insects and their environments and geographical conditions. Her works are heavily conceptual and often
experimental in nature. During her residency in Finland, she focused on observing and researching the
natural environments in northern Finland and the different perspectives on them.
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TENKU Art Festival 2018 Preface

Kentaro Morit TENKU Art Festival Secretary General

Surrounded by a mountain range over 100 meters tall in the majestic nature of
the Nagano prefecture,the third TENKU Art Festival will take place. With partial
support provided by the local government, the local community has managed
the preparation and operation of the festival. Numerous art festivals and
accompanying residency programs currently exist in Japan. In regards to the
scale of its budget, the TENKU Art Festival is perhaps the most “micro” program
among all the art festivals in the country. As it gets increasingly harder to
organize cultural activities in provincial regions, this project has taught us, and
continues to teach us, that when various people come together to engage,
cooperate for a common goal, and share experiences, it is possible to attempt
new projects and case studies.

This year, Venni Ahlberg was our artist-in-residence. Her work as a visual artist
is fascinating. The workshop on camera obscura that she led prompted the
local people to participate, and bridged the gap between the people and the art.
Her work was created with profound observations of the environment
surrounding the people, and the philosophy behind this she communicated well.
The festival staff participated in her creative process by offering her support in
her everyday needs, and providing opportunities for her to draw inspiration in
this new place.

The difficulties of organizing cultural activities in rural prefectures stems from
the decrease in the population that can support such activities and the
subsequent decline in economic activity, resulting in a decrease of financial
resources being allocated to cultural activities. The resource limitations force us
to select only sustainable activities, and continuously search for the appropriate
scale at which to implement said activity. | want to recognize that despite such
challenging situations, we have been able to become part of the local
community, and create many opportunities for interaction and shared
experiences.

To close, | would like to thank The Finland Center, Waria Art Break AIR,
Youkobo Art Space, and all the participating artists for their tremendous support

in making this year’s program possible. | hope that this will continue to be a

place of artistic exploration for many artists to come.
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Lapland, Land of the Midnight Sun

Hiroko Murata Youkobo Art Space

We made a trip to Lapland, the north of Finland, to examine whether the AIR program
between Japan and Finland, which began in 2018, could develop into an exchange
program for young artists, and discuss future possibilities. The possibility of
implementing a Y-AIR exchange program between the art schools in the two countries
was among one of the topics of discusson. Another purpose of the trip was to participate
in the Microresidence Network Workshop organized by global AIR network ResArtis,
which was taking place just during that time.

On June 18th, we arrived in Rovaniemi with Prof. Hoshina, from Tokyo University of the
Arts, during the season of midnight sun. Mr. Kalle Lampela, painter and instructor at the
department of Art at the University of Lapland, and his wife, Aika, took us to our
accommodation for the stay, located on the university campus. On the 19th we met our
host, Prof. Jaana Erkkila, who gave us a tour, and we participated in a round table
organized by the university. Here we met Headmaster Satu, Prof. Outi, the head of the
international department, and other professors. In the evening Prof. Jaana invited us to
dinner at a restaurant of traditional Rovaniemi cuisine. It is our hope that the exchange

between the two universities can be advanced by the cooperation between universities

and local AIR institutions.

On the morning of the 20th we saw an exhibition at
the Rovaniemi Art Museum, and afterwards,
participated in the ResArtis Microresidence Network
Workshop. The workshop hailed many participants
from northern Europe, and was a great success. We
would like to thank Kaisa and ResArtis for preparing
this opportunity.

On the 21st, we said goodbye to Rovaniemi, and
headed to Oranki Art in Pello, an outdoor art
exhibited taking place in a large forest owned by an
artist. The management was not the best, but it is
notable as an environmental art exhibit where artists
can create and show with great liberty. After that we
went to Kukkolankosuki to visit Jaakko Heikkild, a photographer who has exhibited in the
Venice Biennale in the past. With his very gentle-mannered character, he showed us his
works, and even took us to the River Tornionjoki, which runs on the border between
Finland and Sweden. There, under the midnight sun, we experienced fishing for salmon
that have migrated back to this river during this season. The method is very unique; a
plank is placed at the top of the rapids, where one stands holding a lippo, or a scoop net
with a long handle that is easily twice as long as the height of a grown man. Operating
this lippo to catch the salmon is almost a martial art. At the end they cooked our catch for
us in the hearth that was constructed by the riverside, and we were able to enjoy the
fruits of our labor. After this unforgettable evening during which the sun never set, we
went with Prof. Hoshina to the other side of the river to a town called Haparanda, in
Sweden, and then to li. On an island close to the estuary of the li River, is Waria Artbreak,
an AIR organization run by Kaisa and Antti. The traditional wooden structure that formerly
housed clergymen, was repaired by Antti, a sculptor, into its current form with the help of
artisans. It is a cozy AIR that even has a homemade sauna in a clearing in the woods. In
li, there is also a city-run AIR called Kulttuuri Kauppila. These two organizations are both
Microresidence network members. The local art event, li Biennale, an outdoor art
exhibition which began in 2008, strengthens their programming every year, placing works
in the woods along the river.

The amazing experiences we had under the midnight sun of Finland, a country of
forests and lakes, and visiting various contemporary art sites, has filled us with many

wonderful expectations for exchange opportunities that we look forward to developing.
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