When | work in a new place, | explore the feelings a new cultur-
al environment awakes in me. | make stories by using photo-
graphs, some of which are based on performance. | use myself
and common groceries as material in my works.

In this series, | have searched for the confluences of different
traditions and customs. | used Japanese iconic imagery and
mixed it with my own.

The series ODD FAMILIAR reflects the sense of being an out-
sider and still trying to blend in. As humans we have this strong
need to be part of something and still stand out as an individu-
al.

This work was made during a two-month residency at Youkobo
Art Space from February to March in 2015. It was my first visit
to Japan.

ANNI KINNUNEN (1978) works and lives in Oulu, Finland.
Her work consists of videos, photographs and sound. Her video
art employs animated images to create motion, and she ex-
plores movement in her photographs.

Kinnunen is interested in what moments are composed of, and
she makes invisible moments visible through her camera. Her
works are expressive rather than based on reality.
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Anni Kinnunen addresses the relationship between man and
nature and the influence of the environment on the develop-
ment of identity. Several of her works are bosed on perfor-
mance and on incidents that last for only @ moment, which the
camera makes visible. The artist uses herself in her pictures and
video works. Making photographs without looking through the
camera makes her work uncontrollable, leaving the images
open fo coincidence and chance.

Kinnunen has exhibited her works extensively in national and in-
ternational (China, USA and Europe) solo and group exhibi-
tions. Her works are included in public, corporate and private
collections.

YOUKOBO ART SPACE manages an Artist-In-Residence (AIR)
program and a non-profit gallery for domestic and foreign art-
ists, We commit to supporting other AIR programs, international
exchanges and community aciivities through art, and the nur-
ture of young creatives. As a ‘studio’ ('kobo’) for ‘you’ (also
means ‘play” in Japanese), Youkebo aims to give opportunities
for art and cultural experiences, by supporting artists’ autono-
mous activities. An official member of Res Artist (Worldwide-_
Netwark of Artist Residencies). ] e
Youkobo Art Space, Tokyo /- www.youkoba.co.jp

© Youkobo Art Space, March 2015 .
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ANNI KINNUNEN

ODD FAMILIAR
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