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Youkobo Art Space manages an Artist-In-Residence (AIR)
program and a non-profit gallery for domestic and foreign
artists, and also commit to supporting other AIR programs, to
international exchanges and community activities through
art, and to nurture young art workers. As a ‘studio (‘kobo’) for
‘you’ (also means ‘play’ in Japanese), Youkobo aims to give
many people opportunities for art and cultural experiences,
by supporting artists’ autonomous activities. An official
member of Res Artist (Worldwide Network of Artist
Residencies).
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BALANCE is my second exhibition at Youkobo Art
Space.

The concept of my second site-specific installation is
a result of my experience gained through the first
installation in 2007, and is influenced by the recent
renovation of the exhibition space.

BALANCE is an allover spatial concept, based on a
minimal language applying industrial material to
generate a dialogue with the space while respecting
the elements existing within it. BALANCE creates an
intriguing play with the site as such, both proportion
and projection, reflection and absorption, light and
shadow. The installation consists of simple, everyday
materials, such as adhesive tape, paper, and
cardboard. Clear tape stretched across the space
appears as a tender wall and ceiling, while at the
same time catching and reflecting light, and creating
soft shadows along the walls and floor. Two high and
low lines attached to the walls with adhesive tape
lead through the whole space, defining the position of
four works on the wall. These consist of four different
coloured papers, also mounted with adhesive tape,
and installed in proportion to each part of the existing
walls. A silver cube constructed from found and
collected cardboard which was cut into shape and
wrapped with adhesive aluminium tape is placed on
the dark wooden floor. This singular object integrates
the floor into the allover installation, transforming the
whole space into a box of perception which connects
existent and new elements. The space and the
installation merge to form a temporary entity in
space and time.

Daniel Géttin
Youkobo ART SPACE Tokyo 15/01/2014
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