Renay Egami

renayegami.com

Renay is a practicing visual artist originally from Vancouver BC, Canada. She received her
MFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and is an alumna of the Skowhegan
School of Painting & Sculpture in Maine, USA. She is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Creative Studies at the University of British Columbia Okanagan.

In her practice she employs a wide variety of materials that range from the impermanent
to the enduring and in various combinations of sculpture, video, immersive installations,
and book arts. Some of her research streams examine being caught in the space
between two cultures, wounded cities, and the tensions between life and death. Renay
has exhibited her work in Canada, US, and Japan.
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Youkobo Art Space manages an Artist-In-Residence (AIR) program and a non-profit
gallery for domestic and foreign artists, and also commit to supporting other AIR
programs, to international exchanges and community activities through art, and to
nurture young art workers. As a ‘studio ( ‘kobo’ ) for ‘you' (also means ‘play’ in Japanese),
Youkobo aims to give many people opportunities for art and cultural experiences, by
supporting artists’ autonomous activities. An official member of Res Artist (Worldwide
Network of Artist Residencies).
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Piecework, 2011
Clothing, fabric, thread

Trace, 2004

Lawn: Cast polyurethane rubber, pigment
63 modular pieces @ 1 square ft. each
Room: Drywall

The River, 2007
Melted glass objects, mirrored platforms

Witness, 2004

Video still

*time-lapse digital video of an ice pillow melting in sequential stages
of dissolving, 8 minutes

Pillow sculpture: cast ice, Kool Aid

Youkobo Art Space




Visiting

On average, the ‘Ama’ (sea woman) pearl diver can hold her breath for up to two minutes while foraging underwater for oysters and other sea life. Upon
surfacing, the Ama will exhale making a sound known as isoboue or sea whistle. This sound is often regarded as a painful high-pitched cry or even a
mournful melody.

| am interested in the Ama pearl divers for their socio/economic significance and the traditions of women’ s labour in Japan. As a third generation
(sansei) Japanese Canadian, there are also some connecting threads to my family history who originated from Wakayama Prefecture and worked in the
fishing industry on the west coast of Canada in British Columbia. As an artist, the Ama pearl diving women and culture is a metaphorically rich ground to

explore and has provided a framework to structure new forms and conceptual considerations.
At the Youkobo Art Space, | am showing an installation that bridges my interest in the aesthetics of remembrance and the Ama pearl divers against the
backdrop of a personal narrative.
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In Between
Installation: neon text and pearls
2013

In Between (Detail)
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