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Youkobo Art Space manages an Artist-In-Residence (AIR) program and a non-profit gallery for

domestic and foreign artists, and also commit to supporting other AIR programs, to interna-

tional exchanges and community activities through art, and to nurture young art workers. As a %ﬁ
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...on the way to the forest of Aokigahara.
We were not here at the beginning and we are not going to be here at the end.

From an early stage Erik Sille’s work has demonstrated a characteristic fascination with the means of expression, methods and themes of so-called consumerist
culture, pop-culture, and visuality of electronic media culture. We readily recognize elements from the wild madness of contemporary visual concisouness, as well as
discerning the elements of the visual environment of his childhood: including comic books, animation, the internet, computer games, street art, graffiti, tattoos,
package design, the iconography of the advertising and entertainment business, political propaganda extending to toys and other mass produced plastic objects.

In recent years, he has built up a catalogue of work appropriating the language of the spectacle, changing the everyday into the visual vocabulary of an expanding and
transforming historical context of global art combined with the representation of the natural sciences. The basis of the selection of his work and integration of these
elements into the compositional solution of the painting has a particular connection with nature, that is in his understanding not only the natural environment of a
man, but also the materialization of the spiritual and cultural dimensions of history beyond the final dimension of human life.

It is also equally clear to identify the "Sille-sque" painting technique. His typical approach is the use of acrylic paint, applied to canvas in smooth, even and clean
surfaces, often amended with soft brush drawing, almost giving an impression of geometric marks. The purity and strictly calculated perfection of Sille's paintings is
accentuated by its strong contrast to the unrestrained pollution of the compositional calculations, yet in the process of painting accidentally shaped surfaces also arise
as traces of expression. In his recent work Sille increasingly utilizes the technique of water colour, which he originally used for more intimate private recordings in the
form of a "visual diary". Furthermore it is not unusual for him to create object based works too, usually thematically and compositionally derived from his paintings.

Storytelling through a picture belongs to the inherent and characteristic attributes of Erik Sille's work. Various animal or comic book characters are usually the bearer
and agents of the stories. Characters in Sille's paintings find themselves in situations  which are almost contrary to the clear and ideal world in which they are placed,
or - if these are references or found objects - to the world from which they come from. These situations are at least twisted if not pathological. The canvases emanate
sticky sweetness of infantile naivety, childish pseudo purity and hyped-up harmony of an artificial world, with its brightness shading the cruelty, rawness, brutality and
perversion of the depicted situations and narratives.

Noro Lacko
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