Saran Youkongdee

“No one can escape the shadow of onesell™ is the philosophy behind his creations. His designs obviously speak
of who he is and his passion for Thai culture which is shaped by his experience since he was young to the
present date. He has travelled in many places around Thalland where he had the chance to meet and talked to
different people and listened to their stories and beliefs. He has had the opportunity to learn frem them which he
will never get from books. He is particularly interested in local craftsmanship. He has visited villages around the
country and learned ancient techniques from the local villagers. He would love to keep what he has learned from
them, so he combines them with modern arts to design products appropriate to the current lifestyle.

His highest goal as a designer is to be a part of making Thai designs stronger and more competitive in the global
market. It might take a long time but it's better to do something than not to do anything. He would like to do it to
create opportunities for future Thai designers. This is his way to give back to whal his country has given him in
return because he is Thai and he will forever live in the shadow of his beloved country.
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EXHIBITIONS

Milan Fair 2012 / italy

MAISON&OB.JET 2011 Paris/ France

Milan Fair 2011 / ltaly

Paper World 2011 International Frankfurt Fair Germany
MAISON&OB.JET 2010 Paris/ France

Paper World 2010 International Frankfurt Fair Germany

Ambiente 2010 International Frankfurt Fair Garmany

Talent Thailand NEON Interior Lifestyle Japan 2009 Tokyo
Young Talent Thailand MEON Interior Lifestlye Japan 2008 Tokyo

AWARDS
2011 The Winner “Thai Creative Award 2011-2012" by OKMD Thailand
Good Design Awards 2011 by Japan Industrial Design Promotion Organization
Design Excellence Award 2011
2010 Good Design Awards 2010 by Japan Industrial Design Pramotion Organization
Design Excellence Award 2010
2002 Good Design Awards 2002 by Japan Industrial Design Promotion Organization
Design Excellence Award 2009
Designer of the year 2009
Design Award Bombay Sapphire Designer Glass Competition
Design Award Men in Trend Young Creative Bag & Shoes Design Contest 2008
2008 Emerging Designer of the year 2008
The Winner Thai Furniture Designer Development Project 2008 DEP THAI
The Winner ELLE Decoration Design Contests 2008 ELLE Decoration Magazine
The Winner Thailand Wedding Design Award 2008
The Best Creative MK Young Creative Design Contest 2008
The Best Presentation Thainox Design Award 2008 *
2007 The Winner “Gift Design Award 2007 “DEP THAI
The Winner “Young Designer Contest 2007 / Home Decoration
Design Award ECO Living ETC 2007 Living ETC Magazine
2006 The Winner "OTOP Designer Award 2008
Design Award ELLE Decoration Design Contests 2006 ELLE Decoration Magazine
Design Award Thailand Wedding Design Award 2006
2005 The Winner “Flower Design Decoration Contest Baan Las Suan On TV 2005
The Winner Kalawin Design Contest 2005
Design Award Window Display Design Contests 2005 Central Plaza
Design Award Thailand Wedding Design Award 2005
2004 The Winner “IP Family Design Contest 2004" Depariment of Intellectual Property
The Winner "Flower Design Contest” Baan Las Suan Fair 2004

Design Award "Young Designer Contest 2004" Thai Gift & Premiums Association

Every year the invitation Programme for Creators invites approximately 20 young and emerging creators, of age 35 or younger from13Asia Pacific facilities and arts and
JAPANFOUNDATION b& and cultural institutions for one to three months. |nvitees are provided with financial and professional support during their stay. Administered by the “Japan-EastAsia
Network of Exchange for Students and Youths: JENESYS Programme”
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YoukoboArt Space manages an Artist-In-Residence (AIR) program and a non-profit gallery for domestic and foreign artists, and also commit to supporting otherAIR

programs, to intemational exchanges and community activities through art, and to nurture young art workers. As a ‘studio (‘kobo') for “you' (also means ‘play’ in S G ro n YO u k O n g d e e

ﬁm Japanese), Youkobo aims to give many people opportunities for art and cultural experiences, by supporting artists’ autonomous activities. An oficial member of ResArtist

Arist (Worldwide Network ofArtist Residencies),
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youkobo ART SPACE, Tokyo www.youkobo.cojp
@ youkobo ART SPACE, June 2012
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: *As | have known Khun Saran for ye: c ) ong intention to mak
<Residency at Youkobo Art Space, Tokyo and Fukuoka>

During his 2'month residency at Youkobo Art Space, Saran pursued a range of activities. In April, he ran special art classes at Momashi Elementary School, which
neighbours Youkobo. The school children created sculptures of trees sized to their own height and presented them outdoors in *Trolls in the Park, Children's exhibition" held
at the Metropolitan Zempukuji Park during the May "golden week". As a result of his studio residency he presented a participatory installation artwork titled 'SPIRIT'. Visitors
completed Tanszaku (a strip of long paper) by answering the artist's questions, then adding it to the artwork. He also joined a course in Ogawa-cho, Saitama, to experience
traditional Japanese Papermaking. Here he listened to local's stories enthusiastically with his passion for preserving rural craftsmanship in Thailand. After his resigency in B35 % P " , i 5 = R AN =4, W, Thai
Tokyo, through the intraduction of Youkobo he moved to Studio Kura in Fukuoka, where he then presented an artwork “Spirit Away” at ltoshima Arts Farm 2012 also ran

his friends in t d. 0 bt that he ve country i e Awards,

further work;hops for local children.
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