About Youkobo Art Space 

Since its new establishment in 2001, Youkobo Art Space has welcomed over 100 international artists to its Artist in Residence (AIR) program in metropolitan Tokyo.  We have provided the artists in our AIR with unique opportunities for exchange with several communities in Tokyo and collaboration with Japanese artists. The five-year history of Youkobo has inspired us to do more to internationalize our activities. Specifically, Youkobo intends to become an interactive center in Tokyo for both foreign and domestic artists, offering them valuable opportunities to develop their work and expand their experience.
Global Internship Program (GIP) at Youkobo
To accomplish this goal, Youkobo is developing a Global Internship Program (GIP), to be run concurrently with and to assist in supporting its AIR program. The GIP is intended to give gifted young curators and art managers a chance for hands-on experience in all aspects of art management in Tokyo, one of the world’s greatest cities.  We are currently seeking internationally-minded individuals who share our objectives and can take the initiative in helping us develop our programs and devise innovative ways of deepening international communication via the arts, linking artists with local communities, and creating new ways of making and presenting art that both reflect and address the experience of modern, urban, multicultural society. 
Who We Are Looking For
For the GIP we are looking for talented young people with a career interest in art curation and management. We envision someone with a degree in this field, either newly graduated or with some working experience, who wants to expand their cultural horizons and develop their career in an environment that will give them significant opportunities to exercise their creativity and imaginations. 
Specifically, we would expect them to work with Youkobo’s directors to envision, plan, implement, and promote art programs related to our existing AIR efforts, and to develop program initiatives of their own that would further the goals of our organization (i.e. exchange programs, exhibitions, workshops etc.)
We would like to see them negotiate cooperative ties with other institutions (i.e. foundations, museums, art colleges) and individual artists, and to take a leading role in shaping Youkobo’s development as an incubator for international artistic activity.
The internship is conceived as a proper period for maximum one-year program with the intern expected to devote a 4-day, 32-hour week to work at Youkobo; the rest of their time would be their own, to study, relax, and immerse themselves in the dynamic urban environment of Tokyo.
The internship is not a paid position.
 Basic Qualifications
—Strong networking and interpersonal skills
—Fluent English communication skills
—Interest in cross-cultural communication and ability to adapt skillfully to an unfamiliar environment
—Relevant background in the arts, with an emphasis on art management or curation （education or professional experience, preferably more than two years).
—Understanding of various global aspects (i.e. politics, economics, history, and so on)
—A pioneering spirit and a desire to promote new programs
—Curiosity and imagination
—Japanese language skills highly desirable.
Benefits to the Intern
—Career development as an art manager and curator

—Enhancement of practical art management skills

—Creation of a network of international contacts with artists and other art professionals
—Opportunity to experience life in the metropolis of Tokyo and get a first-hand look at the complex and fascinating culture of contemporary Japan
How to apply
Please send us a CV, a letter of motivation stating your reasons for applying, a letter of recommendation, and a cover letter outlining the skills that you can bring to the Global Internship Program at Youkobo Art Space. 
info@youkobo.co.jp

